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- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after thP n*S ^f.«f !f?K appllcatlon t0 becom e ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33) 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR W04(b) 9 commumcation, even if timely filed, may reduce Iny 

Status 

1)0 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 05 February 2003 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2 b)0 This action is non-final 

4) 0 Claim(s) _/;37 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 1-12,24,25,28-30 and 33-17 is/are withdrawn from consideration 

5) 0 Claim(s) 22.23 and 27 is/are allowed. 

6) 0 Claim(s) 13-16.18.19 ?1 ?fi *nmi j s / are rejected. 

7) 0 Claim(s) 1Z20and32 is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The drawing(s) filed on 09Au q ust1999 is/are: a)® accepted or „)□ objected to by the Examiner 

-mf. T u APPhCant th3t ° bjeCti0n t0 the draWing(s > be held in ab «^nce. See 37 CFR 1 85(a) 

1 1) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a) D approved b) D disapproved by the Examiner 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 
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Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

1 3) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C § 1 1 9(a )-(d) or ffl 
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15) U Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C §§ 120 and/or 121 
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Detailed Action 

Priority 

Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority based on an application 
filed in Great Britain on August 13, 1998. It is noted, however, that applicant has not filed a 
certified copy of the British application as required by 35 U.S.C. 1 19(b). 

Specification 

Claim 19 is objected to because of the following informalities: 
Claim 19 recites the limitation "the line of attachment" in line 1. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. § 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

Claim 31 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. J .02(b) as being anticipated by Eastman (EP 0 231 
508 A2). 

Eastman teaches an ostomy pouch (10) comprising a pouch envelope (12) and an 
adhesive wafer (36) for securing the pouch envelope (12) to a person's skin, wherein the wafer 
cover layer (38) provided on me wafer (36), is provide with guidelines for enabling a person torn 
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cut the wafer (36) to a desired aperture size, the guidelines including at least one generally 
circular guideline (42), and at least one generally non-circular guideline (43), and the adhesive 
wafer (36) being secured to the envelope (12) around a closed line of attachment, that is, the 
outer perimeter of the pouch (see Fig. 4A, below). 




Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

such that the subject matter as a whoT w^tT™ T f " S ° Ught t0 be patented ™ d the P™' art are 
having ordinary L.l ^Tn^ZZ ^2^^^™^ T * ' 
manner in which the invention was made. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 

Claims 13-16, 18, 19, 21 and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Smith et al. (US 5,591,144 A) in view of Leise, Jr. (US 4,938,750). 

Regarding claim 13, Smith et al. teach an ostomy pouch comprising a first wall (2), 
provided with a comfort layer (1) and a flatus vent (6). Smith et al. expressly teach the claimed 
invention except for a sticker to cover the vent (see Fig. 2, below). 
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Leise, Jr. teaches an ostomy pouch (10) with adhesive stickers (32) for releasably closing 
a flatus vent (30)(see Fig. 2, below). 




At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to combine the vent closure means of Leis, Jr. with the drainage bag as taught by Smith et al. in 
order to provide control over the release of flatus from the bag (Leis, Jr. col. 4, line 64-col. 5, 



lines 8). 
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Regarding claim 14, Regarding claim 14, Leise Jr. teaches an outlet of the vent (30) 
defined by at least one segment of plastics material (22) and to which the adhesive sticker means 
(32) can adhere. Smith et al. teaches a outlet of the vent (6) positioned outside the comfort layer 
(1). 

Regarding claim 15, Leis, Jr. teaches a plastics material (22) which has a smooth surface 
to which sticker means (32) can adhere. 

Regarding claim 16, Leis, Jr. teaches a plastics material (22) which is substantially 
impermeable (col. 4, lines 20-26). 

Regarding claim 1 8, Leis, Jr. teaches a plastics material (22) which is a cover over a filter 
(28), and is secured to the pouch around the filter (28). 

Regarding claim 19, Leis, Jr. teaches a line of attachment which is continuous. 

Regarding claim .21, Smith et al. teach a comfort layer (1) provided outside the majority 
of at least an upper portion of the pouch. 

Claim 26 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Smith et al. and 
Leis, Jr. as applied to claims 13-16, 18 and 21 above, and further in view of Eastman. 

Smith et al. and Leis, Jr. teach the claimed invention except for their adhesive wafer 
being provided with guidelines. 

Eastman teaches an ostomy adhesive wafer (36) with a cover (38) provided with circular 
and non-circular guidelines (42, 43) for enabling a person to cut the wafer (see Fig. 4A). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to combine the indicia of Eastman with the drainage bag as taught by Smith et al. and Leis Jr. in 
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order to provide a means for adjusting the size of the ostomy aperture (Eastman, page 16, line 
27-page 17, line 11). 



Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 17, 20 and 32 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

Claims 22, 23 and 27 are allowed. 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael Bogart whose telephone number is (703) 605-1 1 84. The 
examiner can normally be reached Monday-Friday. 

In the event the examiner is not available, the examiner's supervisor, Weilun Lo may be 
reached at phone number (703) 308-1957. The fax phone numbers for the organization where 
this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 305-3590 for regular communications and 
(703) 306-4520 for informal communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 306-0858. 

Michael Bogart WBWNL0 
June 14, 2003 SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 

TECHNOLOGY CENTER 3700 



